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These people helped make tonight’s event a 
success. 

Fred Winkler has been our amazing auctioneer for many 

years and is back with us again this year. We are so 

grateful for his continued support!  

 

Molly and her wonderful staff have been amazing as well.  

They allow us in here early and work around us as we 

prepare for this evening’s splendor. We are extremely 

grateful for their patience and flexibility. 

 

In addition, we’d like to thank our exclusive Chef Paul who 

has been such a blessing with his wonderful 

recommendations, meal preparations, and presentations 

for our Galas in the past. 

BoJo’s Creations has inspired us every year with their 

delectable dessert donations, and this year is no 

exception.  They always do an exceptional job tailoring 

their dessert displays to our theme, which we greatly 

appreciate.    

 

Our wonderful MCs are  Jeff Bechel  with his co-host Chris 

Bechel and Ave Maria Academy’s own, Timothy Peterson. 
Additionally,  Lonnie  Harmon continues to be of great 

assistance during the  live auction. Their willingness to 

put themselves center stage, modeling and assisting our 

middle school students, is greatly appreciated!  
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Vino in the Valley 

Douglas & Nancy Weiss 

Andy & Leila Wieser 

Jeff & Andrea Wieser 

Mary T. Wieser 

Steve Wieser 

Al Wieser Jr. 

Wieser Precast 

Even after this program goes to print, donations arrive 

daily.  We apologize for any omissions, do our utmost 

to ensure accuracy of names, and kindly thank  

everyone who donated to tonight’s event.

Finally, a huge thank you to the individuals and   

families who have worked so hard to make  

tonight’s event successful. 
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Hilltop Maplez  

Darrell & Sarah Hinrichs 

Patrick Holmstadt 

J & H Game Farm 

JM Watkins Locker, LLC 

Gene Jordan 

Steven King 

Sister Blanche Klein 

Dave & Trisha Kremer 

Julie Laabs 

Lake of Torches Resort Casino 

Gary & Dianne Lecheler 

Cal & Pat Longsdorf 

Kathleen Luebker 

Karna Marks 

Robert & Lori Matzek 

Cindy & Roger Maxwell 

Patricia Miller 

NDM Knives 

Dan & Nancy Nowak 

Lynn & Gloria Parsons 

Terry & Denise Pelzel 

Galen Pittman 

Mel & Pat Pittman 

Gail Pommerening  

Catherine Quinn 

Mike & Linda Rhiel 

Richardson Electric 

Rita Robey 

Amy Rundquist 

Durwood Scholz 

Daniel Schwab 

Carmen Seipel 

Sheldon Theater 

Joan & Michael Steffens 

Ron & Carol Stoudt 

Sturdi Wheat 

Karen Swanson 

Marlys & Larry Thomas 

Herbert & Julie Tschumperlin 

Special thanks to Suzie & Taylor Brunner for making 

name cards and other tasks we throw their way. 
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It is our pleasure this evening to welcome you to the 

much anticipated Ave Maria Academy’s Gala A Walk in 

Joe’s Boots! 

 

Your evening begins with wine tasting and appetizers 

before enjoying our Joe inspired cuisine. Throughout the 

evening we invite you to place your bids on the silent 

auction items, and for those who crave the thrill and 

excitement of a live auction, get those paddles ready…We 

have some wonderful surprises in store for you. 

 

Ave Maria Academy’s vision is a school that is a source of 

pride for the Plum City community - a symbol of our strong 

moral conviction and dedication to Christian values. Your 

contributions tonight make this possible,  

and we thank you.   

 

We are extremely grateful for your support of this event. 

Your contributions leave a lasting legacy on our school and 

the children who grace our classrooms. We are so 

incredibly blessed by your support. 

Who’s up for a gamble with “Heads or Tails” and 

“Joe’s Scratch Offs” 
Tonight’s entertainment options are varied.  For $1.00, 

you can purchase a scratch off for chance at the 50/50 

pot. Or you may purchase up to three strands of beads for 

$5.00 a piece. Bead wearers will be asked to stand and 

choose heads or tails. The last person standing wins the 

50/50 pot or a ticket to next year’s gala.   
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Itinerary 

5:00 p.m.  Welcome  

  Wine Tasting / Appetizers 

  Begin Silent Auction bidding 

 

5:45 p.m.  Father Jojo’s Blessing 

  **Tables will be announced for the buffet line.   
  Feel free to visit the silent auction while you wait. 

  Buffet Dinner   

  Silent Auction continues  

 

6:30 p.m. Prepare final bids for the Silent Auction 

 

7:00 p.m.  Silent Auction Closing-Announcements 

 

7:30 p.m. Live Auction & Pledge Begin 

 

8:45 p.m.  Conclusion of Live Auction 

  

  Announcements 

 **Please have a drink and enjoy the company while you 
 allow us some time to prepare for the checkout process.   

 

9:15p.m.  “Check Out” will begin… 

 

 

 

.
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Connie Ahlers 

Amerect, Inc. 

Anderson's Manitou Falls 

Camp 

Bud Bauer 

Carol Bauer 

Chris Bechel 

Julie & Dennis Behnke 

Marliss Beland 

Fred & Yvonne Benson 

Joyce Berger 

Marie Berger 

Julie & Jerry Burg 

Thomas & Lavonne Carroll 

Diane & Norbert Daleiden 

John & Nancy Danneker 

Judy Derricks 

Eau Claire Children's Theater 

Ellsworth Coop Creamery 

John & Laurie Favreau 

Betsy Fetzer 

Charlene & Paul Fetzer 

Fetzer Farms 

Carole Forster 

Peter Gilbertson 

Suzanne Gilles 

Green Bay Packers 

Diane Hanson 

Colleen Harris 

Jenny Funk 

James & Nancy Helmueller 

Jerome & Barbara Helmueller 

Peter & Irene Helmueller 

Thank you to everyone who donated to  

tonight’s Gala A Walk in Joe’s Boots, and  

everyone who helps us throughout the year. 

Our sincere thank you to everyone 

who made this evening possible. 
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Share the Gala Experience 
As in years past, we would like to share pictures from our Gala on our 

Facebook page.  When you upload your pictures from the Gala to your 

personal Facebook account, be sure to tag us in your photos.  From your 

account, you can search for “Ave Maria Academy PC” or you can get 

there directly by using this URL: www.facebook.com/pages/Ave-Maria-

Academy-PC/173743639408287.  Once there, remember to “like” us so 

we have the opportunity to see the Gala experience through your eyes. 
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Please join us in thanking...  

Eau Galle Cheese Factory

for donating all of the wine for 

tonight’s event. 

 

Wine Tasting 
 

St. James Winery Cranberry Wine– Add some festive cheer to the 

season with this naturally sweet and tart wine made with 

100% real fruit.  Free of added color or flavors, our   

Cranberry Wine is a seasonal selection available for a  

limited time only.  

Rickshaw Pinot Noir: Rickshaw Pinot Noir is chosen from cool    

climate sites along the rocky California coast, where fog 

filled vineyards seemingly rise straight out of the Pacific 

Ocean.  Elegance and grace personify the Rickshaw Pinot 

Noir, with soft scents of rose petals, fresh Rainer      

Cherries, and just picked wild raspberries.    

Avalon Cabernet Sauvignon: Located 100 miles east of San          

Francisco, Lodi’s classic Mediterranean climate with 

warm days and cool evenings make it perfect for growing 

Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for a minimum of 8 months in 

French and American Oak barrels for a delightful, Avalon 

Lodi Cabernet is fruit forward wine balanced with toasty 

oak and a touch of vanilla.  

Overstone Sauvignon Blanc: Grown in the warm and sunny         

Marlborough region of New Zealand, most of our      

vineyards are planted on old alluvial gravels-hence the 

name Overstone.  Ripe flavors and aromas of guava,  

passion fruit, and gooseberry with a dynamic crips finish 

make this wine a perfect pairing. 
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Tonight’s Menu 
Appetizers 

Cheese curds, pickles, olives, sausage/cheese skewers, crackers 

 

Dinner                                                                         

Turkey, dressing, bone in ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, cracked green 

beans, dill penne pasta salad, sunshine broccoli salad 

 

Desserts 

 Chocolate chip cookies, brownies, apple pie, cherry pie, 

patriotic cupcakes, chocolate cupcakes, A La Mode!! 
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Tonight’s Silver Level Sponsors 

Ann & Jeff Bechel 

Blue Good Hereford Farms 

Corral Bar & Riverside Grill 

Heike Pharmacy 

King Services 

Komro Sales & Service 

Lori Larson Heller 

Melinda’s Dance Studio 

Nine Pillars Wealth Management 

Pillar Bank 

Plum City Care Center 

Bernard and Shelba Shroeder 

REMAX/Lonnie Larson 

Sunburst Memorials 

Una Kannel-Jenny 

Walter’s Electric 

Whitetail Builders 
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Tonight’s Gold Level Sponsors 

Check out the silent auction items  
by the appetizer table. 
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Live Auction Items 

Plane Ride with Andy 
What a great opportunity to take photos and see our     

beautiful area from the sky! Andy Wieser is donating a one 

hour plane ride for 2 people over your farm, house, or  

hunting land. Date to be determined as weather and        

visibility are factors. Winner may contact Andy Wieser to set 

up the time. 

Donated by Andy Wieser 

 
4 Hours of Skid Steer or Backhoe Time at 

Your Location by Deja` Vu Trucking 

Whether you are constructing your dream shop or fixing a 

troublesome driveway, excavation is the groundwork  

needed first.  Four hours of machine work, either skid steer 

or backhoe, at your location is enough to start any dream 

project.  Tackle those tough jobs today! 

Donated by Brian Books  

Packer Football
Always a favorite, this 2022 season Packers football from 

the London game is autographed with all 2022 Green Bay 

Packers members. The perfect addition to any enthusiast’s 

Packer memorabilia, it is fantastic way to commemorate the 

2022 Packer team.    

Donated by The Green Bay Packers 

Gardeners/Landscapers for the Day 
When there is a good thing going on, more people want to 

join.  Pete Helmueller, Dan Wieser, and Ryan Trannel, along 

with other fellow Knights of Columbus, are offering up to 

eight hours of service time. Whether it is two men for four 

hours or 8 men for 1 hour, you can put them to work      

digging your flower bulbs, planting or weeding your garden, 

landscaping, or other yard work. 

Donated by Pete Helmueller, Dan Wieser, Ryan Trannel, 
and the Plum City/Arkansaw Knights of Columbus 



8 

 

Tea Holder and Canisters 
These timeless, handmade walnut & maple tea caddy & 

canisters are finished with 3 coats of oil/varnish mixture 

to seal them well. This matching 3-piece set that includes 

2 canisters (5.5” x 5.5” x 5.75”) & a tea caddy (10” x 4” x 

5”) that features 3 compartments is perfect for any tea 

enthusiast.                                   

 Donated by Dan Nowak 

 

Copper Lawn Art 
An eye-catching addition to any lawn, these decorative 

pieces will be the perfect effortless touch to your yard 

this Spring! This lawn art set features 3 vibrant, one-of-a-

kind, copper metal lawn stakes & 2 adorable animal     

ornaments. A wonderful way to enjoy more art in your 

life! 
Donated by Wieser Precast 

 
Wooden Toy Grader 

This delightful wooden grader is made of walnut and  

maple and features pine accents, finished with 3 coats of 

oil/varnish mixture to seal it well. This grader is the     

perfect addition to any construction enthusiast’s          

collection.  
Crafted and donated by Dan Nowak 

 

 Gala 2023 Quilt 
Quilted using a delightful pattern by  Gudrun Erla, this 

colorful quilt, composed of batik fabric is ready to grace 

any full sized bed.  What a great way to brighten up any 

room.   
Made and Donated by Mary T. Wieser and quilted by 

Dianne Lecheler of Designs by Dianne 
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Tonight’s Level Sponsors 
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GrillPro Silver Portable Gas Grill 
This is an ideal addition to your outdoor cooking arsenal.  

Includes versatile features like folding legs, integrated   

locking lid latch and lid & side handles provide easy      

portability & compact storage. It also has a  10,000 BTU 

tube burner heats up the ample 200 Sq. In. of easy to clean, 

stainless steel cooking surface quickly. The sliding grease 

tray keeps grill & tabletop free from mess. High-quality 

stainless steel construction ensures lasting durability & heat 

retention in a stylish package. 

 Donated by Plum City Hardware 
 

Mixed Beef Bundle 
A popular auction item, this 150 pounds of mixed beef  

bundle includes 100 pounds of hamburger, and a 50 pound 

mixture of boneless rolled rump roast, New York strip 

steaks, ribeye steaks, tenderized steak, sirloin steak, and 

tenderloin steak. The only work left to do is prepare and  

enjoy. Winner should contact Todd or Billy Mark.  

Donated by Todd and Billy Mark

 
#1Necklace                                 #2Earrings 

In honor of Joe’s tradition to gift Mary jewelry for Christmas 

and other special occasions, we have elegant white gold   

diamond jewelry that will surely make a special &         

memorable gift.  The stunning earrings are 14 kt. white 

gold and have an approx. diamond weight of 1/2 ct. The 

eye-catching  necklace is 10 kt. white gold and has an      

approx. diamond weight of 1/4 ct. Included with each piece 

of jewelry is a container of cleaner to keep them sparkling 

for years to come. 

 Donated by Cindy and Roger Maxwell 
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 20’x30’ American Flag 
Ladies and gentlemen, if you look up, you will find a huge 

20’x30’ American flag. Flown over Green Acres Tree   

Moving, this flag is as all American as Joe’s hard work and 

dedication to faith, family, and country and makes a bold, 

patriotic statement.   

Donated by Ron and Carol Stoudt 

 
Shop Cooktop 

This portable cook top has endless possible uses, whether 

it is for outdoor canning with ease, feeding your venison 

processing crew, cooking up your catch of the day at the 

lake, in the shop during the big game, or any other time 

you don’t want the heat, smell, and messing in your 

house.  Featuring a beautiful hickory top, a sturdy treated 

pine base, and attached two wheels, this outdoor cooktop 

is a beautiful, portable, outdoor cooking option. 
Crafted and Donated by Dan Schmidt and family 

 

Patriotic Quilt 
Notice the detailed stitching on this beautifully made   

patriotic quilt. Made in memory of Joe & in honor of his 

service in the United States Army, this quilt will surely be 

the highlight of any room and a great way to              

commemorate Joe. 

Quilted and Donated by Dianne Lecheler of  
Designs by Dianne 

 

20” Boy’s Crossfire Bike 
Who’s ready for summer? With warm weather days right 

around the corner, this 20”  boy’s bike is the perfect 

transportation for any grand adventure.  What a fantastic 

way to keep kids busy during the summer! 

Donated by Jeff and LeAnn Coss 
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 Ellsworth, WI       

715-273-3112 

Students and Staff from Ave Maria Academy 

wish to thank these business and individuals 

who have helped us out on a continual basis.   
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We continue to make every effort in offering the highest 

quality of education as we steadily strive for excellence.  

At our full growth potential, we maintain our focus of 

student centered education so we can persist in  

providing comprehensive education in an ever evolving 

world. Tonight, we ask for your help; open your hearts 

and lift up your paddles as we raise the much needed 

funds to continue our quest for providing a learning  

environment of excellence based on God’s teachings.  

 

 This year’s goal is $25,000; our wish list includes: 

Replace Black and White Copier 

 

Adjustable Height Desks/File Cabinets 

 

Replace Worn Trade Books 

 

Build on Tuition Scholarship Fund 

 

Teacher Retirement Gift Fund 

Your generosity for tonight’s pledge is truly a blessing for our 
school. 

We are always looking for additional support to offset 

the additional costs for individualized instruction and 

enhance the ability to maintain a high standard of     

curriculum. A viable option to consider would be        

inclusion in estate planning.  Donations like this leave a  

true legacy and for this we are eternally grateful to 

those who consider this as an option. 

We are blessed with some amazing volunteers who help us    
specialize students education.  We are eternally grateful for all 

of them. Thank you. 

2023  Walk in Joe’s Boots Pledge 
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Filet Knife 
Who is ready to fry up some fish? This 11.5 inch filet knife is 

the perfect way to prepare your daily catch. Boasting a 440c 

stainless steel blade and wood handle with brass pins, it is 

complete with a custom made sheath, this filet knife is ready 

to take to the dock like Joe.     
Donated by Nick Messenbourg 

 

Quarter Beef 
Forget the snow; who’s ready for some grilling?  This quarter 

beef package is perfect for you.  With processing donated by 

J.M. Watkins, it is at least 210 pounds of beef processed to 

your specifications at J.M. Watkins.  Ready by April 25,     

winners should contact Brad or Jill Anderson.  
Donated by Brad, Jill, and Lillian Anderson with  

processing donated by J.M. Watkins 
 

#1                       Joe’s Baskets                     #2 
Joe’s Baskets have been a big hit at galas throughout the 

years.  This tradition continues this year with Joe’s baskets.  

With a choice of Captain and Coke or Crown Royal and Coke, 

it is sure to be a good time! 
Donated by Mary T. Wieser 

 
Joe’s Cigar Box 

Those who knew Joe understood his love for cigars.  This 

unique package comes with Joe’s personal wooden cigar 

box, complete with cigars.   
Donated by Mary T. Wieser 

 
Pitboss Griddle 

 With  fold-and-go portability, a pre-seasoned surface, and 

dependable heat-retention design, this griddle is fitted with 

a durable non-stick cook surface, heat-protecting burner 

shrouds, and robust BTUs. Long lasting steel construction 

with a protective black powder coat finish, it also includes 

two stainless burners, a grease management tray, a durable 

grill cover, and easy push and turn ignition.  

Donated by Anonymous 
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Sand Art Candles-Mrs. Cataract’s 3k, 4k, and Kindergarten 

class 

Charcuterie Board-Mrs. Ormson’s first and second grades 

  

Classroom Creations

ALL SALES ARE FINAL. 
THERE WILL BE NO EXCHANGES  

OR REFUNDS. 
These terms are not negotiable. 
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Tax Considerations 

Only the excess, if any, of the amount paid over the donor’s value (estimated fair market 
value) listed in the catalog and/or on the bid slip is tax deductible. The listed values are 
the donors’ estimates and ARE NOT WARRANTED FOR MARKET VALUE or tax 
purposes. Ave Maria Academy will not be held liable. All redeemable auction items or 
services must be used within one year of March  4, 2023, unless otherwise specified. 

Stained Glass Windows– Mrs. Derricks’s third, fourth, and 

fifth grade class 

 

Wooden Clock-Mrs. Steele’s 

seventh and eighth grade class  


